FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Embassy of France in Nigeria Launches 2025 French Embassy Fund for Civil Society
Organisations (FEF-OSC)
Abuja, Nigeria — May 29, 2025

The Embassy of France in Nigeria is proud to announce the official launch of the 2025 French
Embassy Fund for Civil Society Organisations (FEF-OSC), an ambitious initiative reaffirming
France’s commitment to grassroots-driven, sustainable development across Nigeria.

Now in its sixth year, the FEF-OSC stands as a cornerstone of France’s partnership with Nigerian
civil society. Through targeted financial and technical support, the Fund empowers locally led
organisations to tackle some of the country’s most pressing challenges—gender inequality,
economic vulnerability, and community resilience.

This year’s edition marks a significant scale-up, with 19 civil society organisations (CSOs)
selected through a competitive process to implement high-impact projects across diverse
Nigerian communities. The selected initiatives will receive a one-year grant, focused not only on
immediate results but also on long-term institutional strengthening.

Key Programme Priorities:
e Combat gender-based violence and promote women’s socio-economic integration;
o Foster sustainable livelihoods for youth and vulnerable groups;
e Strengthen community resilience through advocacy and partnerships.

In collaboration with the Cognito Project—POD Consulting Consortium, the programme embeds
a robust capacity-building component. Through tailored workshops, coaching, and peer
exchange platforms, CSOs will gain essential tools for strategic planning, monitoring and
evaluation, financial accountability, and impact storytelling.

At its core, this initiative is about people—the women, men, and youth whose lives are being
transformed by the bold and compassionate projects led by local CSOs. Their lived experiences,
and the tangible impact of these initiatives in each community, are the true measures of
success. They reflect real progress and sustainable change across Nigeria’s diverse regions.

Whether supporting survivors of gender-based violence, advancing health equity, mentoring
youth, or creating economic opportunities for vulnerable groups, these organisations represent
the power of collaborative, inclusive, and innovative local leadership.



Since its inception in 2019, the FEF-OSC has supported Nigerian civil society initiatives in areas
ranging from health equity and disability rights to conflict mediation and social cohesion. The
2025 cohort builds on this legacy, advancing key global goals including:

e SDG 3 — Good Health and Well-being

SDG 5 — Gender Equality

SDG 16 — Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions

SDG 17 — Partnerships for the Goals

The French Embassy remains committed to amplifying local voices, fostering inclusive
development, and strengthening ties between the people of France and Nigeria through
innovation, solidarity, and shared values.
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